
 

 
 

ONE MONTH LEFT FOR SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS WITH INNOVATIVE MENTAL 

HEALTH SOLUTIONS TO APPLY FOR THE MA’AN SOCIAL INCUBATOR 

 

● Ground-breaking drive to encourage new social enterprises working in the mental 

health space 

● Entrepreneurs encouraged to apply for a package of business development support 

● Applications open until 29 February 2020 

 

Abu Dhabi, 30 January 2020: Applications are open until the 29th of February 2020 for 

budding social start-ups working in the mental health sector to apply to the Ma’an Social 

Incubator and Accelerator run by the Authority for Social Contribution – Ma’an. 

The ground-breaking initiative will grow new community-based organizations, non-profit 

associations and social enterprises that promote positive mental health and wellbeing in Abu 

Dhabi. 

Social entrepreneurs with an innovative and exciting business idea are encouraged to apply 

for funding and a package of business development support through the Ma’an Social 

Incubator. 

This is the second cycle of the Ma’an Social Incubator and Accelerator, with the first ten 

social businesses (developing solutions for people of determination) graduating from the first 

cycle at the end of 2019. A host of exciting businesses have come through the incubator 

including Ioptyc by Nexart whose product helps people with visual impairments to navigate 

their surroundings through sensors and visual recognition and Key 2 Enable, awarded as 

one of the world’s most promising start-ups at Gitex in Dubai in November. 

Applications opened for the second cycle of the Ma’an Social Incubator and Accelerator in 

November. Speaking at the time, the Director General of Ma’an, Her Excellency Salama Al 

Ameemi said: “Mental wellbeing has become an increasingly important issue around the 

world and on average 1 in 4 people will face a mental health difficulty at some point during 

their life. It impacts the way people think, feel, behave and make decisions in everyday life. 

Abu Dhabi is no different and it is essential that we begin a conversation to understand the 

support communities need to cope with mental wellbeing challenges. 

 “Ensuring that our community has access to the right services is vital and we want to 

encourage new social enterprises to come forward with solutions that will help people 

address their mental wellbeing challenges.” 

The incubator is open to teams of two to three people with innovative and original ideas that 

are either service-based or product-based (both software or hardware) in the early stages of 

development. Individuals without a team are still encouraged to apply as Ma’an will offer to 

‘matchmake’ social entrepreneurs with team members.  

Ten winning teams will get access to workshops and training programs to hone their 

business skills and understand more about the particular social challenge. The program 

offers unique and valuable networking opportunities for the teams to build relationships with 

individuals outside of the program, including investors, third sector leaders and regional and 

global industry figures. Ma’an will organise ‘pitch days’ for the 10 teams to be able to 

leverage funding from investors. 



 

Each team will be eligible to receive milestone funding of up to AED 200,000, released at 

every successful milestone the participant reaches as well as a monthly stipend and housing 

costs for participants not based in Abu Dhabi. Applicants must be 18 and over and live in - or 

be willing to relocate to - Abu Dhabi.  

 

ENDS 

 

About Ma’an 

Ma’an was established in February 2019 by the Department of Community Development in 

Abu Dhabi with the aim of bringing together the government, the private sector and civil society 

to support a culture of social contribution and participation. The authority will deliver solutions 

for social challenges with four main pillars of work – a Social Investment Fund, a Social 

Incubator Program, Community Engagement Programs and the introduction of a new type of 

public contracting, Social Impact Bonds. 

Ma’an will support the third sector to flourish in Abu Dhabi, enabling responsible not for profit 

associations or foundations and social enterprises to contribute to the development of strong, 

active and connected communities. 

Ma’an is part of the ‘Ghadan 21’ programme that is working to accelerate Abu Dhabi’s 

economy. 

Notes to Editors 

Read more about the work of Ma’an Authority for Social Contribution at maan.gov.ae. or 

keep up to date with the latest news and events on: 

● Facebook – Ma'an AUH, @Maanabudhabi 

● Instagram – @maanabudhabi 
● Twitter – @maanabudhabi  
● LinkedIn – Ma'an Abu Dhabi 

https://maan.gov.ae/
https://www.facebook.com/Maanabudhabi
https://www.instagram.com/maanabudhabi/
https://twitter.com/maanabudhabi
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ma-an

